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3 Executive Summary 

1. Executive Summary 

 
Purpose 

Potential for wind power development in Argentina is tremendous. Not only in Patagonia, but also in other 

regions of the country, such as Comahue, Córdoba, La Rioja and the province of Buenos Aires. 

The purpose of our presentation is to demonstrate why and how wind power should be considered as a 

Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŎǊǳƴŎƘΦ hǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƎƻŜǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ of 

assessing the resource and suggesting sites and feed-in tariffs to materialize projects. Moreover, we explore 

the recent developments of the Argentinean energy industry, the experiences of other countries in 

promoting renewables, the plain economics of wind and other sources of power generation, and the 

challenges in transmission and grid integration, in order to suggest a strategy to adapt and to adopt the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘs and with 

local industry development. 

 

Abstract 

tŀǘŀƎƻƴƛŀ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ winds. Although 

farms in Argentina have used mechanical multi-blade wind mills for water pumping for decades, medium 

and larger size installations for power generation total a modest 30 MW comprising only 45 turbines. 

During the last 6 years wind power in Argentina has lacked a proper set of incentives. The same holds true 

for other sources of power generation due to discretionary market intervention, price controls and 

ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀΩǎ ǎuperb and fully untapped wind resource potential suggests a land of 

opportunities for investment. At the same time, local labor is highly qualified and the country is home to 

three companies that are at different stages of development of their own MW-size wind turbine 

technologies.  

Undoubtedly, there is a host of benefits to be grasped from wind power projects in Argentina including 

lower system costs, higher system reliability, hydro-wind complementation, reduced carbon emissions, 

local employment and supply chain development. Further potential could be found in hydrogen production 

and storage, or in applications for water desalination.  

Wind stands out as the technology of choice for power generation in the current global context of price 

volatility, poor security of supply and global warming concerns. Our work suggests a framework of analysis 

that can help Argentina move forward and effectively address the energy supply problem for the long term. 

If and when it happens, many opportunities will emerge for those that dare to farm the wind in Argentina. 
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